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LEADER approach today
ςLEADER in the institutional framework of 

Community RD Policy 2007 - 2013. 

a. Mainstreaming of LEADER approach

·The LEADER initiative, after having experienced for three 
programming periods, has reached a level of maturity 
enabling LEADER approach to become part of overall  EU 
rural development programming by mainstreaming;

·Changing LEADER from a pilot initiative to a mainstream 
programme is good news as it recognisesthe strong 
contribution the programme makes in EU overall RD 
Programming;
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·However mainstreaming can often over-define activities 
resulting in overlapping and lossof flexibilityand autonomy;

·Unfortunately there is little evidence so far that LEADER 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳŜŘΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [9!59w άbottom 

ǳǇ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘέ is under severe threat of eradication by the 
administrative procedures issued.;
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b. The current regulatory framework and the resulting 
bureaucracy. 

·The bottom up approach of local decisions being made within the 
framework of LEADER regulations is being challenged by the weight 
of the regulations of the current RDP being brought to bear;

·In reference to Regulation 1975/2006 with respect to Axes 3 & 4 
and for part of Axis 2, although it indicates that "administrations 
and control rules need to be adapted to [the axes] particular 
characteristic... special provisions therefore need to be established 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎάΤ


