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Identity
·International non-profit organization founded in 1999 by 5 

European National LEADER networks :
1. FrenchLEADER Network- LEADER France

2. GreekLEADER Network-9˂˂ʹ˄ʽˁˈɲʾˁˍˎˇ [9!59w 

3. IrishLEADER Network- ComharLEADER na hEireann

4. Italian LEADER Network- AssoLEADER

5. SpanishLEADER Network- REDR

·Today, ELARD is representing more than 890  Local Action 
Groups through national and regional voluntary networks in:
·France, Greece, Ireland, North Ireland, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Czech Republic, 

Latvia, Hungary, United Kingdom, Belgium, Romania , Lithuania, Latvia, 
Poland and Slovenia.

·In contact with Rural Networks in Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus.



Members

1. Irish Local Development Network - Ireland 

2. 5ǊǳǑǘǾƻzarazvojslovenskegaǇƻŘŜȌŜƭƧŀ(SRDN) - Slovenia 

3. Greek LEADER+ Network - Greece 

4. Hungarian LEADER Alliance - Hungary 

5. LEADERFRANCE - France 

6. LITHUANIAN RURAL COMMUNITIES UNION - Lithuania 

7. MINHA TERRA ςCŜŘŜǊŀœńƻPortuguesa de !ǎǎƻŎƛŀœƿŜǎde 
DesenvolvimentoLocal - Portugal 

8. błǊƻŘƴƝǎƝǙaƝǎǘƴƝŎƘ!ƪőƴƝŎƘSkupin2ŜǎƪŞrepubliky, o.s. -
Czech Republic 



Members

9. bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ά[ŀǘǾƛŀƴ wǳǊŀƭ CƻǊǳƳέ - Latvia 

10.NORTHERN IRELAND LEADER NETWORK - United Kingdom 

11.w95 9{t!eh[! 59 59{!wwh[[h w¦w![Φ όw95wύ - Spain 

12.The MalopolskaNetwork of LAGs - Poland 

13.Village Action Association of Finland (SYTY) - Finland 

14.Association for zone development Medgidia, LAG Medgidia
- Romania 

15.AssoGalToscana ςAssociazionedei GAL Toscani- Italy 

16.Wallonia Rural Foundation - Belgium 



ELARD aims

·Oneof the most important aimsof ELARDis to:

"campaign to spread the philosophy, principlesand reach of
the LEADERmethod groundedin the sevenspecificfeatures in
order to achieve sustainable rural development across
Europe".

·Theassociationaimsalsoto:

"representthe interests and needsof its membersin front of
other international, European, and national institutions to
liaise with other stakeholders and institutions working
towards an integrated rural developmentand to influenceEU
policiesin favour of rural development".
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ELARD aims

·support rural and regional development based on LEADER
philosophy;

·promote experience exchange, sharing information and
cooperation activities through its members, partners and
EuropeanInstitutions;

·To serveas a forum for the [!DΩǎΣthe variousNGO,rural groups
and other organisationsthat wish to exchangetheir views and
experienceson rural developmentand the future of rural areasin
Europe;
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·To liaise with similar networks and institutions that work
towardsan integratedrural development;

·Tosupportthe partners/membersin their efforts to carryout
innovatoryactionsin the field of rural development;

·To organise meetings and thematic conferencesbetween
different LocalActionGroups(LAGs)at Europeanlevel;

·Toencourageinitiativesthat will leadto cooperation;
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Network Presidency

·Rotation rule: each member Network gets the 
Presidency of ELARD for a term of two years;

·Past Presidencies: Italian Network (99-01), French 
Network (01-03), Spanish Network (03-05), Irish 
Network (05-07);

·Current Presidency: Greek LEADER Network (07-09);

·Next Presidency: Portuguese LEADER Network;



ELARD and ENRD
·ELARDhas been accepted by September 2008, as the European 

Association representing Local Action Groups at European level 
in the European Network for Rural Development(ENRD) set up 
by the Commission;

·Representatives of ELARDare participating both :
· in the Co-ordination  Committee of ENRD;

· In the Sub LEADER Committee of ENRD;

·ELARDco chairs the Focus Group 1. έLƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
bottom-ǳǇ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ [95!9w !Ȅƛǎέ;

·ELARDis member in two Thematic Working Groups of ENRD:
·TWG 1Φ ά¢ŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ wǳǊŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Programmes;

·TWG 4. Ϧ5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅέΤ



Being a 
member of ELARD

·Transnational level

· Informationand experience sharing through all European LAGs and other 

European Rural Development Networks:

www.elard.eu,  Newsletter, Events 

·Contact with other European LAGs in order to proceed to transnational 
cooperation.

·European Level:
·Direct information concerning Rural Development Policies and Actions and 

the future of Rural Development by the European Commission. 

·Brussels offices to coordinate and support members visits or actions if 
needed.

·Join a strong network that represents interests and value of rural 
development people and areas. 


