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PREPARE Gathering is the main annual event of the PREPARE 
network, organized each time in a different country. This year 50 

participants from about 40 European countries will gather in Finland 
and Estonia from 5th to 9th September to meet, to exchange 

 and to learn from each other with a common objective: 
 

RAISING THE VOICE OF RURAL EUROPE. 
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RRAAIISSIINNGG  TTHHEE  VVOOIICCEE  OOFF  RRUURRAALL  EEUURROOPPEE  

This event, the latest in a long series of annual PREPARE Gatherings, is focused on the theme 

‘Raising the voice of rural Europe’.   It is a contribution by PREPARE, and its Finnish and Estonian 

partners SYTY and Kodukant, to the cooperative effort led by PREPARE and ERCA to drive forward 

the concept and reality of the recently launched process for a European Rural Parliament. 

In 2013, the Nordic group of national rural movements, led by the Swedish movement Hela Sverige 

ska Leva, took the bold initiative to organise a first gathering for a European Rural Parliament.   The 

formal co-organizers and co-sponsors for the event were ERA, ERCA and PREPARE.   The success of 

the event, held in Brussels in November 2013 with the participation of 150 people from 30 

countries, has encouraged ERCA (now merged with ERA) and PREPARE to continue the initiative. 

Their proposal is to hold the second European Rural Parliament (ERP) in the summer or autumn of 

2015.   The two-year gap between the first and second ERP is deliberate.   It provides the time to 

seek allies in all the member states of the European Union and countries elsewhere in Europe;  and 

to undertake a true bottom-up process of gathering enthusiasm and ideas from the rural grassroots 

of Europe.   The idea is to generate an ‘upward cascade of ideas’, starting at local level, gathered in 

counties and regions, synthesised at national level and brought together at European level to form 

a draft European Rural Manifesto which would be debated, amended as necessary, and approved 

at a  European Rural Parliament gathering.  

It is proposed that a key role in energising, gathering and synthesising this upward cascade of ideas 

should be played in each country by a national rural movement or network, which would also take 

responsibility for marshalling a small national delegation to attend the second ERP.   The partners of 

PREPARE and the members of ERCA include the national rural movements or networks in about 20 

countries.   In order to fill out this set of national ‘champions’, ERCA and PREPARE have invited the 

European LEADER Association for Rural Development (ELARD) to join them as co-initiators of the 

European Rural Parliament, thus bringing in further national networks.    

The primary purpose of the present Gathering is, therefore, to bring together representatives of all 

the national rural movements or networks which – it is hoped – will agree to play the key role 

described above in the preparation for the second European Rural Parliament gathering.   The plans 

for the preparation of that event will be the focus of the main conference day on 8 September.   

That day will be preceded, as has been the custom of PREPARE Gatherings, by two days of field 

visits, in order to build solidarity between the participants, to achieve a ‘reality check’ with the real 

issues which concern rural people, and to hear how SYTY and Kodukant handle their own cascades 

of interest and ideas between local, regional and national level, including their own biennial 

meetings such as the Estonian Maapaev. 
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PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMEE  

  

Friday, 5th September 2014 

 
12:00 – 19:00 

 

 
Arrival of participants to Helsinki, Finland 
Registration of participants 

15.00-19:30   Internal meeting of  PREPARE Organising Group  

19.30 Greetings by organising team 

20:00 – 22:00 Dinner and knowing each other 

  

Saturday, 6th September 2014 

FIELD VISIT IN FINLAND 

9:00 – 15:30 

 

Good cases of civic participation around Helsinki 

 

15:30 – 18:30 Ferry to Tallin 

19:00 – 20:00 Dinner 

20:00 – 22:00 Preparation meeting of the core organizing team 

  

Sunday, 7th  September 2014 

 FIELD VISIT IN ESTONIA 

9:00 – 15:30 

 

Good cases of civic participation around Tallin 

 

9:00 – 9:30 
Introduction of the host organisation - KODUKANT 
Introduction to the tour 

Speaker:  
Anneli Kana 

9:30 – 12:00 Case 1: NGO Metsanurme Speakers:  
Kristel Lõhmus, Anneli Kana, Janec Leppik, 
Mayor of Saku Municipality 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch in Metsanurme 

13:00 – 15.30 Case 2 : Luige area centre, NGO Kangru Speakers: Kaire Nuut, Merje Volt 

15:30 – 16:30 Travel to the hotel 

17:00 – 19:00 
Reactions to the experience of field visits    
Opening of the European Rural Parliament Seminar 

19:30  Dinner and social event 
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Monday, 8th  September 2014 

Preparation Seminar for the European Rural Parliament 

  

7:00 – 9:00 Breakfast 

9:00 – 9.45 Plenary : Introduction to the seminar 
- Origins of the European Rural Parliament, and its 

objectives 
- General discussion  

 
Introduction by : 
Staffan Bond 

09:45 – 10.30 The process of preparing for the European Rural Parliament 
2015, with particular focus on the gathering of ideas at 
national level  
 
General discussion  

Brief introduction by : 
Vanessa Halhead,  
Peter Backa, Goran Soster,  
Michael Dower  

10.30 - 10.45 Break 

10.45 – 12.30 Open Space session to agree basis of working groups, 
followed by : 
Working Groups on the opportunities and challenges faced 
by the national networks in preparing for ERP 2015  

 
 

 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch  

14:00 – 16.00 
 

Plenary session for report-back, focusing on a number of 
major themes, such as the validity of the basic ‘upward 
cascade of ideas’ concept;  techniques to be used in 
provoking, gathering and synthesizing ideas;  the 
opportunities for real national gains (e.g through holding  
national Rural Parliaments as part of the process);  the 
organizational implications for the national networks;  the 
support which will be needed at European level. 

 
 

16.00 – 16:30 Break 

16:30 – 18.00 
 

Final plenary session, focused on the overall programme for 
preparation of ERP 2015, including the timing of different 
stages of preparation;  the approach to synthesizing at 
European level of ideas emerging from the national cascade;  
the approach to involving other organizations and sectors;  
the optional dates and locations for ERP 2015;  financial 
issues etc.   

 

18:00 Closure of PREPARE Gathering 2014  

19:00 – 20:00 Dinner 

 

Tuesday, 9th September 2014 

 
Departure of participants 

 

6:00 – 7:00 Transfer of participants to the harbour in Tallin 

7:30 – 9:30 Ferry to Helsinki 

9:30 – 10:00 Transfer to the airport in Helsinki 

12:00 Departure (first flight not before 12:00, preferably 12:30) 
  


